FROM THE HELM S
A

Spring has arrived in Northern Michigan. The old adage everyone has heard before living in our
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great area, iif you donodt | i ke the weather wait 20
very ugly snow |l oad to record breaking temperatur e
Speaking of warm weather, it has facilitated | ocal

ing boats in the water sooner than ever before. We all know how short our boating season is and another
month added is certainly welcomed. A word of caution for you early floaters, the bay is still below 40
degrees. Be prudent and smart. You know what that means.

Your club is starting to see more and more activity as we move into spring. Two events on the
horizon are the annual club cleanup day Saturday Apfilddd the Oyster Clam Bake Friday M} 5
Of course we want your club to look nice before we throw a party and the work goes quicker with many
helping hands. We have a number of new members coming into the membership and this is a great oppor-
tunity to meet current members, get to know your club grounds better and see what it takes to keep our
phenomenal clubhouse current, clean and maintained properly. The Building and Grounds (B&G) com-
mittee has submitted an article highlighting the details for the event. | hope to see you &h the 14

Have you explored your clubs website lately? Did you know there is an area for skippers to find
crew and crew to find skippers? Is your boat in the photo gallery? Did you know your club-has By
Laws? Need to contact a club member but dondt hay
cessed on the GTYC website. If you have not checked it out yet, | encourage you to do so. More and
more we are relying on the website as the tool for communicating current events, club feedback and col-
lecting dues & payments. Please check out your profile and update it so our current and new members
know who you are. It can all be found on the club website, GTYC.com.

I would like to thank Karin Willman for dedicating her time as the editor and publisher of Water-
lines, the club newsletter and communication portal. Karin has kept it moving forward, smilingly pestered
the flags and contributors to submit articles and photos on time and put a flare of creativity and her stamp
of approval on each edition. Thank You Karin for your hard work. It is greatly appreciated. With the
outgoing Editor we need to welcome the new Editor, Stephanie Burns. Stephanie has worked hard to get
this March / April edition out quickly and looks forward to the challenge. | look forward to working with
Stephanie and providing you with some entertaining and historical information for the remainder of 2012.

This month brings us the Fiddlers Green. Margie VanHorn and Linn Cowsert passed in February
and March respectively. Margie was married to Charlie VanHorn, PC#4 (1963) who tenaciously raced

AFree Airo with the VanHorn family in the cl ubs We
races and was instrumental in the founding of our great club. Linn Cowsert was the husband of Lynne

Cowsert, GTYCObs first femal e Commodore in 1993. (F
many years as wel/|l . Both boats have their names ¢

From the entire membership to the VanHorn and Cowsert families, our heartfelt condolences and grati-
tude for being involved with GTYC and sharing your time with our club. God Speed to you all.
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How incredible would it be to HOST the !/
here? Unrealistic, but still wvery cool to c
the next best thing. In partnership with the U of M Club of
Grand Traverse, on Wednesday, April 4 at 6p, Tom Ehman will
be speaking at GTYC! Who is Tom Ehman? He is Vice Commo-
dore of the Golden Gate Yacht Club and Executive Director of
Americads Cup Properties, I nc.

Since he started with the Amer-
icads Cup in 1980,
many roles including rules advisor,
team executive, event manager, and
chairman of the Challenger Commis-
sion. He is the only person of long -
standing involvement in the Cup who
has worked only for American cam-
paigns & New York YC, San Diego YC,
St. Francis YC, and now Golden Gate
YC. For the past three campaigns, Tom
was Head of External Affairs for ORA-
CLE Racing. He now serves as GGYC
Vice Commodore and Managing Di-
rector of the GGYC A
Committee. Notably, Tom spear-
headed on -the -water umpiring that

has been used in the
since he instituted it for the 1992 Cup in
San Diego.
Because of Ehmand6és presentation, this wi

Wednesday night at the Club. His remarks are expected to last 45 minutes
with an extended Q&A session. During the presentation, we ask you please
respect the format and minimize outside conversation. We intend to have

a public liquor license for the evening, so invite a friend! This is a great op-
portunity to hear from an expert about a prestigious global event and

show off our Club.



-
Race Committee News (N
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I We | | race fans itbés been an interesting-I Wi nter
plored ideas well on the outside! Last month ,we presented our ideas for an experienced basedlsection

| system that emulated the rating system many of us are familiar with on the ski hills: Green, Blug and
Black sections for beginners, development and experienced respectively. We knew that this out of the

l box thinking might take some time to acclimate.

I Some have asked why change anything or why worry about attracting new sailors who proba-
bly arenét there anyway. Sailing is not a rowing
Icity. There are very few nem .saidlmrsst riunc ko y ftlheee ti

boats remaining at the dock each Wednesday night. It behooves each of us to invite and then welcome
land mentor new sailors to the fleet. More sailors and more experienced sailors would offer bett§r com-
I petition for all of us.
After the first meeting, many of us received feedback from you, the members. | want to thank
I each of you for your thoughts and contributions to the process (also to the committee membersgwho
Ispent substantial time on many Wednesday nights). ALL of the comments were constructive and well
thought out. Many expressed concerns about]safety
|i ssue. Obviously wedbre not the first to struggl e
After reviewing many of the thoughts we decided to compromise the original proposal inlorder
| to address the issue of (1.) improving competition for the existing fleet, (2.) providing opportunitigs for
l lesser experienced skippers crews to develop their skills and (3.) Increase the safety of boats ahd crews.

So the program looks like this for the season: |
Three Sections: I
Section 1: Boats over 31 feet LOA
Section 2: Boats under 31 feet LOA I
Section 3: fADiscover Sailingolfor o«
perience in racing or spinnaker work. This section will be a coni-
nation of what was previously the Beginner and Development s.ec—
tions.
All sections will be open to spinnaker and JAM boats. Each boat will usdits
LM-PHRF assigned rating for Spinnaker or Nspinnaker respectively. |
There will be a mix of Windward/Leeward and Triangle course throughoyt the
season. He RC will attempt to have an equal number of both courses, as-
suming the wind allows such a mix. The courses are posted areband
are a combination of the W/L and Triangles used in previous seasond
There will be 4 series this season (4 races irsfireng 6 in theSummey 6 in I
I theTwilight Series and 4 in thigall)

As we looked at these splits we estimated that there would be about 12 boats in each chtion in
Isections 1 & 2 (judging from | ast years repi strat
Iseason). We hope to havw& doats in the Discover Sailing section.

All of this information is available on our web attp://www.gtyc.ora/PHRF_Racind\lso available af
| that location is the ability to register for the entire season, the entire Wednesday Night Series, gr each of
the spring, summer and fall series. Check it out; because the web designer (Thank You George?) has

already coll ected your boatds info (assumipg you
Ition will be quick and easy.
So thatdéds the summary. Commodore Kraft andl ! sinc

| themselves and dedicated a substantial amount of their time to these discussions. Without theirguidance
we would have not considered as many options. | also want to thank each of those whose theughtful e
mails, conversations and calls helped us develop this program. |

| -Jim Sorbie I
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Members:

Spring Is really trying to spring early this year.

Time to start thinking about getting the club ready

for the summer activities. On April 14, at about
bYnnltyY 6SQft adl NI o1 aKAy
walls, blowing leaves and all the usual stuff.

| f K2dzZAK A0Qa o60SSy I fA3K
plenty of work that needs to be done. Please plan

now to spend a Saturday catching up with your

friends, and make the club shine.

¢t KS Of dzo gAff LINPOARS Of S
need leaf blowers, wheel barrows, rakes, shovels,
and other garden tools for the grounds.

Refreshments will be provided.

See you there,

The Buildings and Grounds Committ



Did you know your storage fees ‘

= and mooring fees must be paid befor¢ §

April 15 or you could lose your spot to a men

ber on the waiting list? Beat the rush and re-| |

new on line now at http://gtyc.org. Logn to
the members only area.

'\;;‘g'

Mooney Marine Services is pleased to announce the
"Better-Late-Than-Never Grand Opening"

of their new boating supplies store at MMS World Headquarters, conven-
lently located just inland behind Dockside Party Store off W. Bayshore Dr./
M-22 in Greilickville. An open house is scheduled for 1pm - 4pm on Sun-
day April 1 (no joke!). Store hours will be from 9am - 6pm Mon. - Sat.,
10am - 2pm Sun. through April. Starting May 1, 8am - 7pm Mon. - Sat.,
10am - 4pm Sun. through the boating season. General boat maintenance
products and equipment for sail & power boats, lifejackets & safety gear,
water sports products, line &

splicing services, hardware, 10% discount
special-orders, etc.
to GTYC members

The winner of the
AFunniest Caption C
Is Jay Kraft. He correctly identified
Paul Davis on the left and Jeff Harris
on the right.

Bay Breeze Charters
New Bay Breeze Boat
Club! Affordable memt
bership sailing on boats
18'-27' and discounted
sailing school course
231-941-0535
baybreeze@bbyc.com

www.bbyc.com

Jed Mooney

Sailboat Specialist
USCG Captain/50 Ton Master
Lic. #USAQ00047184

Mooney Marine 2 1-500-0224
Services jedmooney321@yahoo.com

MEMBER

y. 13414 S. West Bayshore Dr.
Traverse City, Ml 49684

UJ

Selting Standards for Safer Boating’
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Here is Peyton,
selling candy and
popcorn to other
movie-goers for a
quarter.

night, including both families

and adults, raising about $160
for junior sailing! We gave out $70 in GKC theatre gift certificates and other prizes
that were donated. Also, 16 pizzas were donated which we sold for $1 a slice for
adults and $.25 for kids. Overall we made $350 at the bar at no cost to the club!!! A
large thank you is

in order to all the

people who stayed

and helped clean

up.

Children were en-
couraged to bring
their sleeping bags to
lay out and watch the
movie.

Bill Allgaier BUILDING AND SERVICING S5AILS
| o FOR ALL TYPES OF BOATS FROM
) : bill@harborviewyachtsales.com D I HG H I ES Tﬂ SU PEH \l"AC HTS
HarborVie , fox: 231.933.5416 %MHM-
YACHT SALES 12935 West Bayshore Dr.
Suite 105 1574 Imternafional Drive | Troverse Oy, M1 49404
www.harborviewyachtsales.com Traverse City, MI 49684 1 31 .?41 .1 2 2 i"

WWW.QUAHTUMSAILS .COM



